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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joseph P. Conneely on 5/8/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: Claims 2-4 have been 
incorporated into Claim 1. Claims 2-4 have been cancelled accordingly. 

The final version of claim 1 is as follows: 

Claim 1 : A method for initiating an electronic shopping transaction for a user- 
selectable item presented in an original image on a display screen, comprising: 
displaying the original image on said display screen and receiving a selection 
signal for said item from a user; 

distorting said original image to produce a presentation having a distorted region 
incorporated within said original image for said item, said distorted region 
including a magnified region having a magnification for at least a portion of said 
item to provide said user with detailed information for said item, at least partially 
surrounded by an at least partially compressed region where said magnification 
decreases to that of said original image to provide context for said item with 
respect to said original image, and displaying said presentation on said display 
screen to replace display of said original image; and, 
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receiving a purchase signal for said item from said user to thereby initiate said 
electronic shopping transaction; 

wherein said distorting further includes applying a distortion function to said 
original image to produce said presentation having said distorted region 
incorporated therein by displacing said original image onto said distortion 
function and projecting said displaced original image onto a plane; 
wherein said applying further includes displaying a graphical user interface 
("GUI") over said distorted region for receiving one or more signals for adjusting 
said distortion function; and, 

wherein said distortion function includes a focal region corresponding to said 
magnified region and having an elevation to provide said magnification upon said 
projecting onto said plane and a shoulder region corresponding to said 
compressed region where said elevation decreases to provide said decreasing 
magnification upon said projecting onto said plane and said GUI includes at least 
one of: a slide bar icon for adjusting said elevation and hence said magnification; 
a slide bar icon for adjusting a degree of scooping for said distortion function; a 
bounding rectangle icon with at least one handle icon for adjusting an extent for 
said focal region; a bounding rectangle icon with at least one handle icon for 
adjusting an extent for said shoulder region; a move icon for adjusting a location 
for said distortion function within said original image; a pickup icon for adjusting a 
location for an outline of said shoulder region within said original image; and, a 
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fold icon for adjusting a location for said focal region relative to said shoulder 
region. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest prior 
art of record is Niu et al., USPAP 2002/0062245. Niu et al. discloses a system and 
method for generating real-time promotions to a visitor of an electronic commerce (e- 
commerce) World Wide website to increase the likelihood of purchase on the website 
by the visitor. 

In regards to claim 1, Niu et al. taken either individually or in combination with 
other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a method for initiating an electronic 
shopping transaction for a user-selectable item presented in an original image on a 
display screen, comprising: 

distorting said original image to produce a presentation having a distorted region 
incorporated within said original image for said item, said distorted region including a 
magnified region having a magnification for at least a portion of said item to provide 
said user with detailed information for said item, at least partially surrounded by an at 
least partially compressed region where said magnification decreases to that of said 
original image to provide context for said item with respect to said original image, and 
displaying said presentation on said display screen to replace display of said original 
image, 

wherein said distorting further includes applying a distortion function to said 
original image to produce said presentation having said distorted region incorporated 
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therein by displacing said original image onto said distortion function and projecting 
said displaced original image onto a plane, and; 

wherein said distortion function includes a focal region corresponding to said 
magnified region and having an elevation to provide said magnification upon said 
projecting onto said plane and a shoulder region corresponding to said compressed 
region where said elevation decreases to provide said decreasing magnification upon 
said projecting onto said plane and said GUI includes at least one of: a slide bar icon 
for adjusting said elevation and hence said magnification; a slide bar icon for adjusting 
a degree of scooping for said distortion function; a bounding rectangle icon with at least 
one handle icon for adjusting an extent for said focal region; a bounding rectangle icon 
with at least one handle icon for adjusting an extent for said shoulder region; a move 
icon for adjusting a location for said distortion function within said original image; a 
pickup icon for adjusting a location for an outline of said shoulder region within said 
original image; and, a fold icon for adjusting a location for said focal region relative to 
said shoulder region. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Behrang Badii whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6879. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to (571)273-8300 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
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Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 3600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is (571) 272-3600. 

Behrang Badii 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3694 
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